THE CAMPBELL CASE
c My attention was called by the Director of Public
Prosecutions to an article in the Workers* Weekly, which, in
my opinion, constituted a breach of the law. In consequence,
the Director of Public Prosecutions has been engaged in the
necessary steps to ascertain the identity of the persons
responsible for the article. The Editor has accepted the
responsibility and has been arrested. The raid and the
arrest were carried out on the authority of a warrant granted
by a stipendiary magistrate. The Editor is being charged
with an alleged offence against the Incitement to Mutiny
Act, 1795. I am not prepared to state whether any charge
will be preferred against any other person.'
The answer caused a wave of surprise and indignation
among the Labour Members, and Maxtou expressed the feel-
ings of most of them, when he directed a question at MacDonald,
who sat beside the Attorney-General on the Treasury Bench,
He asked the Prime Minister if he had read the article upon
which the charge was bused, and if he was aware that the
article contained merely a call to the troops not to allow
themselves to he used in industrial disputes. The Prime
Minister ignored M.axton\s question, and the Speaker tried
to avoid further trouble by explaining that, as the matter was
now sub judice^ the House could not discuss it
There was evidently considerable feeling among the Labour
Members. The back benches were again in revolt against the
front. They did not blame Sir Patrick Hastings so much,
for, after all, he was only a new-comer to the Labour Party;
he evidently did not realize how strong was the stand they
took on personal liberty and how sensitive they were to any
infringement of the freedom of the Press* The resentment
was mainly against Macl)onuld. They knew that he was not
at all enthusiastic on the Russian Treaty. They had observed
that he was strongly and naturally resentful of Communist
attacks on himself, and they suspected that he would welcome,
for several reasons, any chance to attack them* Sir Patrick
Hastings was personally very popular. Many of the Labour
Members were convinced that MacDonald, if he did not
actually condone the Attorney-General's action, was not averse
from it* There was a feeling that Sir Patrick Hastings was